


During the lifetime of the Buddha Shakyamuni, almsgiving
was a common practice but there was one patron who 
stood out from the rest. Through his selflessness and
generosity, Sudatta, a successful Brahmin merchant, 
came to be known as Anathapindika, the incompar-
able benefactor. 

Sudatta lived with his wife Punnalakkhana and 
three children in Sravasti, which at the time of 
Buddha’s awakening was the largest town in 
the Ganges plains.  On one of his frequent busi-
ness trips to Rajgir, Sudatta encountered Buddha
Shakyamuni teaching. He immediately recog-
nized the Buddha as his teacher.  He prostrated 
at the Buddha’s feet and then, in an awkward move 
many of us can identify with, he asked the Blessed 
One if he had slept well. The Buddha kindly replied:

Always indeed He sleeps well,
The Brahmin who is fully quenched,
Who does not cling to sensual pleasure,
Cool at heart is that acquisition.
Having cut off all attachment,
Having removed desire from the heart,
The Peaceful One indeed sleeps well,
For he has attained peace of mind.

Instantly devoted, Sudatta was torn by a decision.  Should he become a renunciant, cut off all attach-
ments, give up his worldly life and follow Buddha? What about his obligations to his business and love 
for his family?  When he requested Buddha’s advice on the matter, Buddha instructed Sudatta to 
remain a householder and businessman but to lose attachment to his worldliness, to continue his 
lifestyle but to do so in accord with the dharma.

Sudatta invited Buddha to come to Sravasti and began to look for a suitable place to build a temple. 
The most beautiful park in the area belonged to Prince Jeta, son of Prasenjit the king of Sravasti. Jeta 
tested Sudatta by agreeing to sell the land so long as Sudatta pay the price of paving the entire park 
with gold coins. Filled with devotion, patience and determination, Sudatta did as he was told and then 
selflessly named the new park after the prince – Jetavana Vihara. He then built a magnificent complex, 
complete with a seven-storey palace, temples, meditation halls, lush gardens, lotus ponds and walk-
ways for the Buddha and his entire retinue. For the next twenty-five years Buddha and his students 
congregated at Sravasti during monsoon season and it was here that the master gave his disciples 
the Tripitakas. Jetavana was also the site of the first vinaya ordination and the place where the 
Diamond Sutra was taught.

When the Buddha was in residence Sudatta visited the monastery daily along with the other disciples, 
never expecting any special treatment from the Buddha simply because he was his chief benefactor. 
Sudatta quietly provided the sangha with food, alms bowls, robes and medicine and extended his 
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Khyentse Foundation’s latest publication, 
Rinpoche’s  Longchen Nyingtik practice manual:
How To Practice, is now available as a PDF down-
load to all those who are practicing ngondro.  The 
text was prepared by Chanel Gruber who trans-
cribed, organized and edited Rinpoche’s 
teachings from Germany as per his instr-
uctions. Rinpoche has requested that the 
book be made available free of charge but he 
has said that there is great merit in formally req-
uesting the book.  Any interested parties should 
send their request email to 
info@khyentsefoundation.org, stating their name, 
country and ngondro teacher.

“Even great kings and warloards such as “Even great kings and warloards such as 
Ashoka and Ashoka and Kublai Khan Kublai Khan 

have put aside their usual ambitions in have put aside their usual ambitions in 
interest of supporting the interest of supporting the 

buddhadharma.  It is in these footsteps buddhadharma.  It is in these footsteps 
Khyentse Foundation wishes to follow.”Khyentse Foundation wishes to follow.”

  - Dzongsar Jamyang Khyentse Rinpoche- Dzongsar Jamyang Khyentse Rinpoche

NEWS...EWS...
KHYENTSE FOUNDATION

     LONG AWAITED LONGCHEN 

NYINGTIK PRACTICE MANUAL 

NOW AVAILABLE TO 

PRACTITIONERS OF NGONDRO

Nearly 1000 Madhyamakavatara comment-
aries written by Khyentse Rinpoche and published 
by Khyentse Foundation have been distributed 
free of charge either in bound form or in PDF 
downloads since last year. Rinpoche asked the 
Foundation to make the books available at no 
cost to any interested student of Madhyamika. 
Requests have come from Hong Kong, Chile, 
Italy, Canada, Holland, Australia, Taiwan, 
France, Singapore, Poland, Slovakia, Spain, 
Russia, Brazil, Japan, Hungary, Indonesia, 
Finland, Germany, the United Kingdom, 
Austria, New Zealand, Bhutan, Switzerland, South 
Africa, and Norway.  To receive the text, please 
send a formal request with your name and 
country to  info@khyentsefoundation.org and 
we will send download instructions.  

     RINPOCHE’S MADHYAMIKA 

C OMMENTARY D ISTRIBUTED 

ON SIX CONTINENTS
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Dzongsar Institute has come a long way since 
the simple facilities of its early days.  2004 marks 
an important year for the Insitute. Due to unpreced-
ented support by the international Dharma com-
munity, the monastery is moving and expanding 
from its current location in Bir, Himachal Pradesh 
India to the nearby village of Chauntra.  Under the 
guidance and support of the venerable Khenpo
Kunga Wangchuk, the monastery will be able to 
comfortably accommodate up to 600 monks 
(no longer six to a room) in an impressive three 
storey structure with eleven classrooms (instead
of the existing two), a library, computer and reading 
rooms, a Tara hall and a Guru hall.  Where before 
the monks ate outside, a well appointed kitchen 
and dining hall can accommodate1000 people. 
The crown jewel of the new institute is a temple 
consisting of a main hall that can accommodate 
more than four thousand people. The main Buddha 
statue is 28 feet tall, flanked by Manjushri and 
Avalokiteshvara  each 20 feet high. Monks have 
already begun moving into the new facility and a 
formal inauguration ceremony willformal inauguration ceremony will take place in  take place in 
November 2004November 2004 with dignitaries from around 
the world officiated by H.H. the Dalai Lama.

     H.H. DALAI LAMA TO INAUGURATE 

NEW DZONGSAR INSTITUTE THIS YEAR

(please see article on page 7)



GGENE ENE SSMITHMITH J JOINS OINS KFKF  AADVISORY  DVISORY  BBOARDOARD

Dzongsar Khyentse Rinpoche has long spoken of Professor Gene 

Smith in the highest of terms and this winter Rinpoche invited professor 

Smith to join Khyentse Foundation as an advisor. We are delighted that 

Gene agreed to take on the role despite his busy schedule at the Tibetan 

Buddhist Resource Center which he helped found in New York City.

 

“We have the aspiration to become a major patron of Buddhism.  
We are providing alms in the form of endowments and assets according 

to the conventions of today.  The world is changing, the method is not exactly
 as it was 2500 years ago, but this is the modern day equivalent”

- Dzongsar Jamyang Khyentse Rinpoche

After retiring from the Library of Congress, Gene helped co-found TBRC where he continues his 

text preservation work. He is also acquisitions editor at Wisdom Publications and is the author of Among 

Tibetan Texts: History and Literature of the Himalayan Plateau. 

Gene has already been instrumental in Khyentse Foundation’s progress restoring texts to the 

library at the Dzongsar monasteries.  A prototype hard drive consisting over 4000 volumes of 

Tibetan Buddhist texts has been installed in India and trial printing of important texts is planned. 

These hard drives enable a new way of restoring and printing Tibetan texts in the digital age.  

The vast Khyentse library in Derge Eastern Tibet that once took the Red Guards of the Chinese 

Cultural Revolution an entire week to burn could now potentially fit in a medium sized trunk, thanks

to Gene and his hard working team at TBRC.  We look forward to his valuable input as we move 

toward fulfilling Rinpoche's wish of making the dharma available to all who request.  

Welcome Gene!

Gene has devoted his life to the preservation of Buddhist texts.  After 

completing intensive Tibetan cultural and language studies, he finished 

his Ph.D. qualifying exams and went on to advanced studies in Sanskrit 

and Pali.  In 1968 he joined the United States Library of Congress New

Delhi field office. He then began a twenty five year project uncovering and reprinting Tibet-

an books recovered from Tibet, Sikkim, Bhutan, India, and Nepal.  He held a number of different 

positions at the Library of Congress in India, Indonesia and Cairo. 

Gene has studied with living masters of all of the Tibetan Buddhist and Bonpo traditions including 

the Ven. Deshung Rinpoche Kunga Tenpai Nyima, Geshe Lobsang Lungtok (Ganden Changtse), 

Drukpa Thoosay Rinpoche and Khenpo Noryang, and H.H. Dilgo Khyentse Rinpoche. 
 
Matthieu Ricard says of Gene, “For me, there is no one even remotely approaching his knowledge 

among western tibetologists.  Under Gene’s unique supervision and unswerving dedication 

[with the USLOC in Delhi], over 10,000 volumes of Tibetan text were reprinted and disseminated 

all over the world and in countless monasteries.  He thus has played a key role in saving the 

Tibetan scriptural tradition.  His encyclopedic knowledge and unfailing memory draw the deep 

admiration of tibetologists all over the world.  Kyabje Dilgo Khyentse Rinpoche used to call him 

affectionately ‘Jamyang Namgyal Mahapandita’ [a classical expresssion implying someone 

of great learning].”
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Rinpoche’s Film Wins Award in France:Rinpoche’s Film Wins Award in France:  Benefit Screenings on HorizonBenefit Screenings on Horizon 
Tshewang Dendup,  one of the principal characters in Travellers & 
Magicians, was invited to France to receive a special audience award 
for best film at the Dauville Asian Film Festival.  The film premiered in 
France at a benefit for Lotus Outreach in April and is now released 
throughout the country.  Still no word about other European or Amer-
ican release dates.  The film will be featured at the Maryland Film 
Festival in early May.  A special benefit screening for Khyentse Found-
ation is tentatively set for late-October 2004 in New York City.
 

Award-winning Canadian filmmaker Lesley Ann Patten has generously 
agreed to present a special screening of her documentary about 
Dzongsar Khyentse Rinpoche:  Words of My Perfect Teacher. This hard-
fought and revealing feature-length 35mm documentary shows Rinpoche 
from the perspective of three students, Luc Dierckx, Louise Rodd and 
Patten herself. Patten is afforded unprecedented access to our enigmatic 

FILM BENEFIT SCHEDULED FOR JUNE 15th IN SAN FRANCISCO

lama but not without a dose of his rascally trickery. He repeatedly eludes her lens and she 
trots the globe following from Bhutan to the World Cup finals to the streets of London. When 
he finally chooses to reveal himself, it proves worth the wait. This personal documentary 
sheds an often comedic light on the student/guru relationship. The guru in this case has a 
tendency to offer teasings rather than teachings, defies prediction and shatters the image 
of the serene sage. 

The film is a co-production with ZIJI Film & Television and the National Film Board of Canada 
where it is playing at cinemas coast to coast. All proceeds of this special presentation will go
to Khyentse Foundation.  Details will be announced closer to the event which will be held 
on June 15 in San Francisco during the week of the Madhyamakavatara teachings. 
Visit www.ziji.ca/wompt.html for more information about the film.

TRAVELLERS & MAGICIANS 

The official Travellers & Magicians coffee table book, which includes 
the entire screenplay, hundreds of gorgeous photos and commentary 
about the making of the film is available at the Benefits Gallery. The 
books cost $45 each, plus shipping.  All profits go to the Foundation.

The Benefits Gallery went live on Losar 2004.  The Gallery is in effect an online boutique selling a 
number of excellent products and services donated to the Foundation including practice 
materials, fine art, gifts, consultations of all sorts, books, jewelry, rare Bhutanese textiles and a 
colorful assortment of other items. Even tennis lessons! The most popular items to date are the 
new Travellers & Magicians book (only available here) and the bodhi seed malas Rinpoche hand 
selected for the gallery on his recent trip to Bodhgaya.  Tickets to Khyentse Foundation events 
will also be available here. Orders have been pouring in from around the world. Be sure to check 
in from time to time as we are constantly updating the site.  And if you are interested in donating 
any items or services, please contactCangioli: cangioli@khyentsefoundation.org or Noa:  
noa@khyentsefoundation.org. You can access the site by clicking on the Benefits Gallery Logo on 
the KF home page at www.khyentsefoundation.org.  All proceeds go to benefit the Foundation.

BENEFITS GALLERY LAUNCHED
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generosity also to the townspeople. He received teachings from the Buddha without question. But 
if the subject arose, Buddha would welcome discussion of Sudatta’s specific worldly concerns, using 
these examples as a vehicle to teach dharma. Buddha gave Sudatta several important teachings 
about wealth and generosity.  He said that there are four kinds of bliss for a head of household: the
bliss of ownership; the bliss of sharing wealth; the bliss of debtlessness; and the bliss of blameless-
ness. He said it was fine for lay people to seek long life, beauty, happiness, fame and rebirth in a heaven, 
but these things could be not obtained merely by prayer or by taking vows. He explained that only 
perfection of confidence (in the Buddha, Dharma and Sangha), perfection of virtue, perfection of 
generosity and perfection of wisdom can truly bring those precious rewards.

On April 11th, Dzongsar Khyentse Rinpoche attended the closing night performance of Nancy Koh’s 
verse drama, The First Leaf of Dream Song. Orgyen Tobgyal Rinpoche was also present. Nancy 
generously donated all profits from the evening to Khyentse Foundation.  The First Leaf of Dream 
Song consisted of eight scenes in two acts with recitation, singing and dance.  The Foundation 
welcomes such creative fundraising projects.  Thanks Nancy!Thanks Nancy!

HONG KONG PLAY SUPPORTS THE FOUNDATION

MEETING OUR GOALS  
The Foundation has a number of financial goals, one of the most ambitious is nearly met.  In order 
to relieve Rinpoche of a life long responsibility to support hundreds of monks at all the Dzongsar 
Monasteries he inherited, the KF Endowment Fund for Monastic Education aims to raise US$2.8 
million.  As of April 2004, the endowment has grown to  US$2,078,594As of April 2004, the endowment has grown to  US$2,078,594, thanks to the generosity 
of Khyentse Foundation donors, and the efforts of the Investment Committee. The Investment 
Committee, comprised of knowledgeable and experienced financial management professionals, 
invested these funds in a prudent combination of equities and bonds which elicited returns of about 10.5% 
and 3.9% respectively during 2003.  The concept of the endowment is that, after completing initial funding, 
the investment income can cover the basic needs of about 700 of Rinpoche’s monks and nuns on an 
on-going basis. Once the remaining $722,000 is raised, we will move on to endow the Publication Fund.

Through the blessings and teachings of the Buddha, and his own good karma and merit, Sudatta 
reached the first bhumi and became known as Anathapindika.  Never one to proselytize or seek 
attention, Sudatta nevertheless influenced all those around him.  His commitment and life example 
inspired countless students to follow the dharma. He died with Ananda and Sariputra at his side 
and went to Tushita Heaven.

During Tibetan New Year (February 2004), Dzongsar Khyentse Rinpoche led a group of his friends 
and students on pilgrimage to Sravasti.  While grand palace and grounds have succumbed to ravages 
of time, one of the most beautiful spots in Jetavana, still stands - the Anandabodhi tree. This sacred 
tree was brought (it is told that Maha Moggallana retrieved the sapling using astral travel) as a cutting 
from the Bodhi tree in Anuradhapura in Sri Lanka, which itself grew from a sapling of the original 
Bodhi tree in Bodh Gaya.

(Sudatta Anathapandika continued )

MATCHING FUNDS PROGRAM 
The Matching Funds program, supported by an anonymous group of sponsors, has brought us into 
a position much closer to our goals.  The sponsor group matches scheduled, recurring donations made 
to the Khyentse Foundation, dollar for dollar. 

Over fifty friends of the Foundation have signed up so far with regular contributions ranging from $10 
per month to $500 per month.  An average contribution of $50 per month, when matched by our 
sponsors, becomes a $1200 contribution to the Foundation per year.  

Our goal is to double the participation in the program by summer 2004.Our goal is to double the participation in the program by summer 2004.  If you wish to double the effect 
of your support, please consider setting up regular donations to the Khyentse Foundation.  For inform-
ation, contact info@khyentsefoundation.org. Scheduled, automatic donations can be made by credit 
card or direct withdrawal from a US based bank account. 
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WHY AN ENDOWMENT FOR MONASTIC
EDUCATION?
In 1967, a young boy of Tibetan and Bhutan-
ese parents was recognized by H. H. Sakya 
Trizin as the reincarnation of Dzongsar Khyentse 
Chöki Lodrö, an exceptional master, scholar, 
mystic, author, and meditator par excellence. 
He was enthroned as such and received the 
name Thubten Chokyi Gyamptso.  Along with 
the recognition of this rebirth came an immense 
responsibility. The previous Khyentse Rinpoche 
had left a great legacy of teaching institutions 
that needed continued and ongoing support. 
Dzongsar Khyentse Chöki Lodrö had vastly 
expanded Tibet’s Khamje College established 
by Jamyang Khyentse Wangpo the Great in 1871. 
Under his guidance, Dzongsar monastery 
became an important centre of learning. Due 
to the communist invasion of Tibet of the 1950s, 
Dzongsar Khyentse Rinpoche settled in Sikkim 
where he became the guru of the royal family 
and resided at the palace monastery until he 
passed away in 1959.  But the massive, if 
ravaged, Dzongsar Khamje College complex 
in Tibet still stood. 

 

In 1986, at the behest of the late Panchen Lama,
reconstruction of the original Dzongsar Institute in 
Tibet commenced. Sponsored by Dzongsar Khyentse 
Rinpoche, the basic structure of the college was com-
pleted in 1989.  Studies continue according to the 
curriculum set by Jamyang Khyentse Chöki Lodrö 
including study of the Buddhist scriptures such 
as the tripitaka, the shastras, the tantras, and the 
sciences - -poetry, astrology and medicine. At 
present, the Institute has over 250 students. Since 
the founding of this institute, many of the graduates
have become teachers themselves. 

     A DZONGSAR INSTITUTE

H I S TO RY  L E S S O N
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The Centre has about nearly 300 gomchens, 
young students and elderly practitioners and 
also includes a small nunnery.
 
 
 

The fate of these various institutions fell to the 
young Dzongsar KhyentseThubten Chökyi 
Gyamtso though he was still only a student 
himself. While only a teenager, he set in 
motion a publishing project to restore 
rare texts that were in danger of being lost 
entirely and dedicated himself to reinstate the 
academic heritage of the original Institute. As the 
political atmosphere in Tibet eased in the 1980s, 
he began the restoration of Dzongsar monastery 
and, in 1982, founded the Dzongsar Institute 
Sikkim, India.  In 1983, after twenty-three years 
of imprisonment under the communists, the 
great scholar from Dzongsar monastery, 
Khenpo Kunga Wangchuk, arrived from Tibet 
and began teaching at the Institute. Meanwhile 
Khyentse Rinpoche established new centers in 
Bhutan - Chökyi Gyamtso Institute for the 
Study of Buddhist Philosophy in Dewathang, 
and Bartsham Dharma Centre in Bartsham 
Drubdra. Chökyi Gyamtso Institute is a Nyingma 
monastery in the Longchen Nyingtik tradition, 
offering a traditional monastery curriculum for 
about 100 monks, equally stressing rituals and 
philosophy.  Bartsham is a centre for Dudjom 
Tersar practice, which also houses a college. 

In 1985, the exile Dzongsar Institute moved from 
Sikkim to a more suitable site in the Tibetan settle-
ment of Bir in Himachal Pradesh, India. Enrolment 
that year was about forty students who were housed 
in rundown buildings and simple tents, with a large 
old water tank serving as an assembly hall. By 
2000, even after several expansions, the Institute 
was bursting at the seams with a student body 
of about 450 monks who came from over 110 
different monasteries.  The Institute now has a 
faculty of highly trained khenpos and offers an 
intensive nine-year graduate programme. Each 
year the students undertake the study of two 
major texts or commentaries, together with minor 
subjects such as logic, grammar, monastic 
discipline, and poetry. Rather than turn students 
away, the Institute once again began an expansion 
program. This lead to the construction of the new 
facility at Chauntra (see page five).

While some may have sponsors or support from 
their family, over 700 monks and lay students in 
India, Tibet, Bhutan and Sikkim, still rely on 
Khyentse Rinpoche for their basic needs.  Upon 
admittance, they are given food, robes, texts, and 
medical care in addition to free tuition.

From the time of the Buddha until the present 
day, there is an unbroken succession of great 
beings that have achieved enlightenment and 
continue to teach this path to others. The 
Dzongsar monasteries and institutes carry on 
this tradition. Monasteries and shedras provide 
an invaluable resource for all practitioners, 
create the basis for continued study and practice, 
provide extensive training for lamas, and ensure 
the propagation of these profound teachings 
worldwide. The first and foremost objective 
of Khyentse Foundation is to create an endowment 
that ensures support for this tradition continues.



The Communiqué is a quarterly publication of Khyentse 

Foundation.  The Foundation is a non-profit organization 

founded by Dzongsar Khyentse Rinpoche in 2001 to 

establish a system of patronage that supports institutions 

and individuals engaged in the study and practice of the 

Buddha's vision of wisdom and compassion.

UPDATE YOUR EMAILUPDATE YOUR EMAIL

Please help us save communications costs by providing 

us with your email address and updated contact information.  

www.khyentsefoundation.org/cont.htm 

If you prefer receiving a hard copy of the communiqué 

in the mail please let us know.  We ask for a suggested

donation of $10 per year to cover printing and mailing costs. 

Feel free to distribute the KF communiqué to your friends 

and institutions. If  you do not wish to receive this 

communiqué electronically or by mail please let us know.   

communique@khyentsefoundation.org 

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION PLEASE CONTACT FOR FURTHER INFORMATION PLEASE CONTACT 

KHYENTSE FOUNDATION ATKHYENTSE FOUNDATION AT:

101 Lombard Street, Apt.608W, San Francisco, CA 94115, USA
 phone / fax is: 415 788  8048.

info@khyentsefoundation.org 

AUSTRALIAAUSTRALIA
Jill Robinson:     jill@khyentsefoundation.org  

Kathie Chodron:  kathie@khyentsefoundation.org" 

BRAZILBRAZIL
Manoel Vidal:     manoel@khyentsefoundation.org 

Consuelo Pena:     consuelo@khyentsefoundation.org 

CANADACANADA
Amelia Chow :  amelia@khyentsefoundation.org 

Lesley Patten:  lesley@khyentsefoundation.org 

GERMANYGERMANY

Doris Wolter:  doris@khyentsefoundation.org      

Arne Schelling:    arne@khyentsefoundation.org

HONG KONGHONG KONG
Florence Koh:   florence@khyentsefoundation.org  

Alysia Lee:   alysia@khyentsefoundation.org 

MALAYSIAMALAYSIA

Yong Siew Chin:   siewchin@khyentsefoundation.org  

SINGAPORESINGAPORE

Cheau Ho:     cheauho@khyentsefoundation.org 

SWITZERLANDSWITZERLAND

Marie Crivelli:    marie@khyentsefoundation.org 

TAIWANTAIWAN

Jain Yan-nan Feng:     jain@khyentsefoundation.org 

 

COUNTRY REPRESENTATIVES
The main office for Khyentse Foundation is relocating. 

P.O. Box 156648 will remain the same but our street address is now: 
101 Lombard, Suite 608W, San Francisco, CA 94111, USA.  

The new phone / fax is: 415 788 8048.The new phone / fax is: 415 788 8048.

KHYENTSE FOUNDATION IS MOVING

USAUSA
Cangioli Che:     cangioli@khyentsefoundation.org 
Noa Jones:      noa@khyentsefoundation.org 

UNITED KINGDOMUNITED KINGDOM

Penelope Tree:     penelope@khyentsefoundation.org


